
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Djapo Cultural Arts Institute 
 
  
Your Project Title: THE 9TH ANNUAL CLEVELAND AFRICAN DANCE & DRUM FESTIVAL 

Your Project Summary: The FESTIVAL consists of 2 days of weekend workshops lead by authentic guest 

artists with cultural understanding, extraordinary talents and presentation skills. Fee based/scholarship 

classes are open to the public welcoming all diverse County participants - kids to senior citizens. Weekly 

classes begin in February culminating on the weekend of June 23 & 24, 2018. The JUNETEENTH 

CONCERT takes place on Saturday 6/22/18 with an open dress rehearsal (if circumstances permit) on 

Friday 6/22/18. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Chanel DaSilva 

(New York, NY) 

Brea Heidelberg 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Christie McKinney 

(Washington, DC) 

Michelle Polgar 

(Austin, TX) 

Dameun Strange 

(St. Paul, MN) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: I am totally in support of DJAPO's African Dance and Drum Festival taking place annually in 

Cleveland because it is invaluable, especially for young people of color, to see and learn the history of the 

African countries from which they have come. The Public Benefit of infusing African culture into the lives of 

the residents of Cleveland is huge; fostering greater understanding amongst different cultures, building 

empathy, starting conversations, and spreading love. Which will most definitely lead to cultural vibrancy. 

Additionally, DJAPO is bringing in some of the best in the field to teach the educational workshops 

(Mouminatou Camara), so hopefully the fantastic leadership as well as the tracking of which demographic 

groups are attending will help this organization reach more diverse groups in years to come. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The applicant meets the funding criteria. This 3-day African American cultural festival filled with 

music, dance, workshops, panel discussions and more to coincide with Juneteeth has become an annual 

community celebration. While this agency's history suggests the project will be successful, the application 

would benefit from clearer budget detail. I could not determine what the $30/$25/$20 ticket prices referred 

to - is that the festival admission? Including dancer biographical information and a festival program in the 

supporting documentation was helpful and addressed some of my remaining questions. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application does an excellent job of demonstrating a public benefit through community 

partnership and education opportunities. This program is culturally vibrant and responsive, and has 

demonstrated pass success that indicates future success as well. It is thorough and well-written. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Would love to know more about the plan to increase attendance. It appears that they understand 

the community. Was enough money dedicated to the marketing plan? 

 

 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The goals of the program and the associated measurements needed to more directly align with 

one another. More specific information about the data that they would gather and how they would use that 

information could have helped in this area. It was unclear if the main purpose was to include more diverse 

audiences (those not from African or African-American backgrounds) or if it was a dual focus to increase 

Black as well as non-Black participation. More specific information about the intended purpose of the event 

alongside more specific information about the communities the organization hopes to serve would have 

made this more clear. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin   India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org      ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101   216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

